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Regionalism in architecture is about the design balance 

between precious and abundant resources 

and their direct influences on the adaptations of human society.



We shape our buildings and thereafter they shape us.                               

Winston Churchill



Regionalism vs. Universalism



Critical Regionalism vs. Vernacular 
Regionalism



Elemental Resources
óFireô

the Sun as climate driver

the Sun as diurnal timekeeper

the Sun as energy source

Abundant on the Front Range



Air
moving air as prime instrument of cooling 

wind as energy source

Elemental Resources

Abundant on the Front Range



Earth
surface forms: conveyance and concentration of Water

topsoil: matrix of life

mass and form: mediator of climate

subsurface resources: raw materials

Elemental Resources

Abundant- if employed wisely



Water

Water as climate moderator

Water as controller of biological density

Water as shaper of the landscape

Elemental Resources

Precious in the Semi-arid West



Regionalism in architecture is about the design 

balance 

between preciousand abundantresources 

and their direct influences 

on the adaptations of human society.

Formerly Abundant- Becoming Precious:  

Electricity 

Oil

Natural Gas

The Design Balance 
Changing



How Did We Get Here?

Anywhere, USA



Cities and Architecture as Extensions of Outdoor 

Places
cultures and civilizations: life in open air and daylight

until relatively recently-

most important urban activity  happened 

in the daylight hours 

and in the spaces between buildings



Streets as places of encounter with nature
the traditional locus of human economic and social interactions

but also -
ÆdÈÔÓØÙÆÓÙdÆÓÉdÉÎ×ÊÈÙdÈÔÓÓÊÈÙÎÔÓdÙÔdÆdÕÑÆÈỄØdÈÑÎÒÆÙÊd

and natural environment



Augustan Rome

a city and civilization lived in outdoor 
spaces



The great architecture of pre-industrial Western 

civilization:

the extension of public street life under shelter



Landscapes as shapers of architecture and built form
buildings following paths following landforms



Landscapes as shapers of architecture and built form
buildings 

following paths 

following landforms



A signal transformation of building culture: 

material availability through transport revolution

the railroads suddenly make 

precious and remote resources 

abundant and local



The Rise of the Interior 
Environment

large-scale open-combustion interior illumination drives mechanical 

ventilation; 

architectural engineering enters a new age



The Rise of the Interior 
Environment

Modern spaces, ancient light: the world just before electricity



The Rise of the Interior 
Environment

the interior landscape of industrial production gives rise to the necessary 

supporting landscape of the corporate office


